Massive pulmonary embolism with haemodynamic collapse.
Massive pulmonary embolism with shock remains a highly fatal disease. We present twelve cases of massive embolism over the last seven years that required emergent surgery. Five patients suffered haemodynamic collapse and all died despite heroic attempts at salvage. A better outcome can only be achieved in this sub-category of patients with a rapid confirmatory diagnosis and appropriate thrombolysis and early referral to a cardiothoracic surgeon.